
SIP Internal Meeting
February 14, 2005, 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Participants:
Jeff Lazo
Inger Gallo
Rebecca Morss
Asim Zia
Pete Larsen
Barb Brown
Eric Scharff
Bill Mahoney
John Cahir

Unavailable:
Robert Harriss
Eve Gruntfest
Emily Laidlaw

John Cahir, a visitor from Penn State, was introduced.
We also hope to include John Gaynor in these meeting via telecom.

Old Business
Our participation at the AMS conference went well. Jeff, Eric, John Gaynor and Ward Sequin
were in attendance. They were able to talk to Admiral Lautenbacher. This conference was open
to the public and the press for one of the days. This helped with publicity. Eric reported more hits
from NOAA on the SIP site right after the conference. More publicity to the public is needed.

Discussion/Issues (Jeff)
SIP Team Meetings

Discussed what day is best for this meeting. Generally, mornings seem to be better than
afternoons.

Meetings will be on the first Thursday of the month from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon in the RAL
conference room (FL2/1097), except for April 7 which will be in FL3/2072.

NCAR Director's Presentation - March 18th
All are invited to the SIP presentation to the NCAR director on 3/18. Time ?   Jeff met with Tim
recently. He was enthusiastic about the program. Jeff will talk to Brant about which topics to
present . . OUSSSA?  THORPEX?

Support Services
Jeff proposed inviting Lee Pots to do a seminar on how to do effective presentations. Discussion
ensued regarding whether this should be NCAR wide or perhaps incorporate into the next RAL
retreat. Jeff will discuss with Joanne.



Upcoming Meetings and Travel
Jeff is attending the 59th Interdepartmental Hurricane Conference in Jacksonville, FL from 8
March to 11 March. From 6 March to 8 March he’ll be in DC for a Disaster Roundtable on
Hurricanes, and from 21 to 25 March he’ll be in Macau, China for the WMO Int’l Workshop on
Tropical Cyclone Landfall Processes.

Barb Brown is attending the TIGGE workshop at ECMWF in Reading, England from 24 Feb. to
4 March.

It was suggested that Eric add deadlines to the web page for participation in upcoming
conferences.

Reports:
Program Development/Project Initiatives (Jeff)

    HSD05 Proposal
This $750,000 proposal was due on Wed, 2/23/05. It would partner with Georgia Tech and
Arizona State. Due to the time constraint, it was decided that it wasn’t practical to do this.

    Boeing
On hold

    Tsunami/NSF
A tsunami dialog is underway. Jeff will talk to Peter Backlund to see if he knows of any other
proposal opportunities. Killeen says there is $1 million available. SIP is the most likely link.
Discussed possibilities: An alert system that works? Collaborate with CU? John Cahir suggested
piggy packing with the cyclone problem. John Gaynor reported to Jeff that NOAA is getting
money for a warning system.

Information Coordination (Also see Appendix B)
DLSI (Eric)

The live version of DLSI is now at ISSE. We need to move it outside of NCAR. Currently there
are 80 entries. We hope to merge with CU’s database of 10,000 entries. We currently have full
access to this database. A better browsing interface is in process. We hope to have a demo
version soon. This will be at http://www.sip.ucar.edu/sip/14

We’d like to set up a comment option. We could solicit entries from users, also from CU, FIU,
Columbia, Delaware. We discussed the intended audience of the database. Is it just for policy
makers? It should include current reports. There’s not a lot of literature on this topic at this time.
Eric will talk to DLESE about their database.

SIP Website (Eric)
The AMS presentation is accessible through the SIP website. OUSSSA information and more is
available. We need to beef up the public web site. Rebecca will work with Eric and Cheryl, the
web designer, to add more content and visual appeal.



SI Discussion Group (Jeff)
This TIGGE SI discussion group is leaning more towards verification and less towards resource
economics. This is not the correct forum for verification discussions. More participants are
needed.

THORPEX (Rebecca)
Barb Brown will be attending the TIGGE workshop. The THORPEX structure is being
reorganized--will discuss with Dave Parsons.

Research
OUSSSA (Pete)

Progress for January 2005

Met with two University of Colorado economics professors (Murat Iyigun and Donald
Waldman) and consulted with Tim Mount at Cornell University regarding the proper functional
form to model the sensitivity of gross state output to weather.  Based on feedback from faculty
and a survey of current literature, it was decided that a transcendental logarithmic (translog)
production function would be the best approach for capturing output variations attributed to
weather.  Efforts to organize input/output data for the model runs (including private capital,
government spending, energy consumption, labor supply, gross state output, and various weather
measurements) are ongoing.  Preliminary regression results will be available around early March.

We hope to complete the OUSSSA by the end of summer. We’re looking for a relationship
between weather variables and economic impacts. The model is getting large. We’re using the
GDP for 48 states. We have 12 to 13 years of data, looking for weather dependencies. Discussed
surveying industry? Economists? Industrial meteorologists? The particulars are still being
defined.

QPF (Asim)
(see Appendix A)

Workshops
HFSEWG (Jeff)

Thirty two people are expected at the workshop in Pomona. A research social science agenda on
the hurricane forecast and warning system is the goal of the workshop. This would allow us to
solicit funding. There is broad participation.

Methods Workshop (Gruntfest)
Outreach

THORPEX (Cahir)
Grants (Jeff)

New Business
Advisory board meeting is coming up. Members are Eve Gruntfest, Rodney Weiher, Roger
Pielke, Jr., Ray Ban, Bill Hooke and Margaret Davidson.



Appendix A

PROGRESS REPORT FOR JANUARY, 2005 FOR ASIM ZIA

Societal, Economic and Environmental Use and Value of Quantitative Precipitation
Forecasts (QPF): A Synthesis

During the month of January, an extended abstract of the presentation made at
WMO/THORPEX conference in Montreal in December 2004 was sent to WMO for publication
in conference proceedings. (Abstract is attached separately with the email.)

A grant proposal for NSF competition

Further work was undertaken to conceptualize and write the project description for a
grant proposal on communicating uncertainty in weather and climate forecast information for
prospective funding from NSF. The contacts between NCAR, Georgia Tech and Arizona State
University were established for prospective proposal collaborators.

Mental Modeling Pretest Interviews: What is a weather forecasting system and what are
the system uncertainties?

Both for NSF proposal as well as a paper, the process of doing mental modeling
interviews was initiated to draw a consensual expert influence diagram of a “weather forecasting
system” and the uncertainties in it.



Appendix B

Progress Reports from Eric Scharff

WEB SITE PROGRESS REPORTS

Jan:

In December and January I worked with Lara Ziady to create an interactive
display for the AMS annual meeting in San Diego.  This effort involved
collecting SIP research from NOAA and related partners, organizing and
synthesizing this information, and presenting it in a highly engaging
manner.  The final presentation is available online and was featured
prominently in NOAA's public display area.  In the upcoming month we plan
to use the information collected to create this presentation as a source
for updating the SIP web site.

Feb:

Rebecca Morss and I met to discuss updating the SIP project Web site.  I
met with our Web developer, Cheryl Markel, to create some prototypes of
the overall aesthetic design of the site.  Rebecca Morss will be
responsible for looking at and altering existing content, and I will
handle the technical infrastructure.  The public site will be based on
content found in the AMS display, which has project descriptions of the
major work efforts.  In addition to the public site, which will feature
material for the public (project descriptions, progress reports, etc.) I
am working on creating an internal section of the Web site, which has
sections for our one-page research proposals, a calendar of events,
meeting notes, and other internal materials.

DLSI PROGRESS REPORTS

Jan:

After the AMS presentation, we rolled out the first fully functional
library prototype.  The prototype version supports full text search of the
library as well as browsing entries by geographic region, economic sector,
and weather type.  The prototype is running on an internal development
server, so it is frequently not available for use by the public.  I am
working with UCAR's Web Engineering Group staff to get the prototype on a
public Web server.

Feb:

Progress on putting the DLSI prototype on a public Web server has been



slow because of vacations of staff in the Web Engineering Group.  In the
mean time, I have been adding a more interactive search feature, allowing
people to get an overall view of how many entries are in each category.  I
have also begun to explore integrating the content from our library with
the content from the University of Colorado's natural hazards library, and
hope to have a unified search interface (the user submits one search and
it automatically searches both libraries at the same time).


