
SIP Internal Meeting
March 3, 2005, 10:30 to 12:00 pm

Participants:
Jeff Lazo
Inger Gallo
Rebecca Morss
Asim Zia
Pete Larsen

Unavailable:
Robert Harriss
Eve Gruntfest
Emily Laidlaw
John Cahir
Bill Mahoney
Eric Scharff
Barb Brown

Jeff presented a proposed SIP Program Structure. This was discussed. A revised version is
attached (A). The top half is Internal and the lower half is Project or External.

Monthly reports are due by the first Thursday.

A list of deliverables, past and planned, is due by the 11th.

Jeff needs expected FTE times and expected expenses. A draft 2006 plan is due by mid April.

Upcoming Meetings and Travel
It would be helpful if upcoming conferences and deadlines for these was listed on the web site
and in the minutes.

Eric will be going to a computer/technical meeting in October.

The Hurricane Forecast workshop in Pomona went well.

Jeff will be going to Washington, DC for a Disaster Round Table and to Florida for the
Interdepartmental Hurricane Conference in March.

Asim will attend and IBS talk by Nick Flores at CU on March 14th.

There is an ISSE talk on March 15th.

Also on the 15th is Jeff’s presentation of the SIP to the NCAR director. This is an open meeting
an all are encouraged to attend.



Jeff will be in Macau the week of March 21 for the WMO Tropical Cyclone Workshop.

The advisory board meeting is from May 10 to 12.

In September, Jeff will go to Toulouse, France with Andrew Crook for the WMO Short Term
Prediction conference. He’ll present a paper.

New Business
Eve is expected in May or June for a one year visit.

John Cahir is here through April



Appendix A

PROGRESS REPORT FOR JANUARY, 2005 FOR ASIM ZIA

Societal, Economic and Environmental Use and Value of Quantitative Precipitation
Forecasts (QPF): A Synthesis

During the month of January, an extended abstract of the presentation made at
WMO/THORPEX conference in Montreal in December 2004 was sent to WMO for publication
in conference proceedings. (Abstract is attached separately with the email.)

A grant proposal for NSF competition

Further work was undertaken to conceptualize and write the project description for a
grant proposal on communicating uncertainty in weather and climate forecast information for
prospective funding from NSF. The contacts between NCAR, Georgia Tech and Arizona State
University were established for prospective proposal collaborators.

Mental Modeling Pretest Interviews: What is a weather forecasting system and what are
the system uncertainties?

Both for NSF proposal as well as a paper, the process of doing mental modeling
interviews was initiated to draw a consensual expert influence diagram of a “weather forecasting
system” and the uncertainties in it.



Appendix B

Progress Reports from Eric Scharff

WEB SITE PROGRESS REPORTS

Jan:

In December and January I worked with Lara Ziady to create an interactive
display for the AMS annual meeting in San Diego.  This effort involved
collecting SIP research from NOAA and related partners, organizing and
synthesizing this information, and presenting it in a highly engaging
manner.  The final presentation is available online and was featured
prominently in NOAA's public display area.  In the upcoming month we plan
to use the information collected to create this presentation as a source
for updating the SIP web site.

Feb:

Rebecca Morss and I met to discuss updating the SIP project Web site.  I
met with our Web developer, Cheryl Markel, to create some prototypes of
the overall aesthetic design of the site.  Rebecca Morss will be
responsible for looking at and altering existing content, and I will
handle the technical infrastructure.  The public site will be based on
content found in the AMS display, which has project descriptions of the
major work efforts.  In addition to the public site, which will feature
material for the public (project descriptions, progress reports, etc.) I
am working on creating an internal section of the Web site, which has
sections for our one-page research proposals, a calendar of events,
meeting notes, and other internal materials.

DLSI PROGRESS REPORTS

Jan:

After the AMS presentation, we rolled out the first fully functional
library prototype.  The prototype version supports full text search of the
library as well as browsing entries by geographic region, economic sector,
and weather type.  The prototype is running on an internal development
server, so it is frequently not available for use by the public.  I am
working with UCAR's Web Engineering Group staff to get the prototype on a
public Web server.

Feb:

Progress on putting the DLSI prototype on a public Web server has been



slow because of vacations of staff in the Web Engineering Group.  In the
mean time, I have been adding a more interactive search feature, allowing
people to get an overall view of how many entries are in each category.  I
have also begun to explore integrating the content from our library with
the content from the University of Colorado's natural hazards library, and
hope to have a unified search interface (the user submits one search and
it automatically searches both libraries at the same time).



Attachment A

Societal Impacts Program – Program Structure

Internal

1) Program Administration
i) Oversight

(a) USWRP
1. Periodic reports

(b) NCAR
1. Bimonthly meetings

(c) Advisory Committee
2) Program Development
3) Thorpex (Morss)

a) Thorpex (National)
b) Thorpex (International)

4) Project Development Initiatives
5) Research

a) Mental Modeling (Lazo/Zia/Morss)
b) STEP (Larsen/Lazo)
c) Hurricane Impacts Reanalysis (Zia/Morss/Lazo)
d) Accident Budget Analysis (Zia/Mahoney)
e) Aviation (Larsen)
f) Gas (Larsen/Lazo)

6) Information Coordination
a) SIP web page (Scharff)
b) AMS
c) QPF (Morss)
d) Methods Workshop Short Course (Gruntfest) ?

Project (external)
Quarterly report to John Gaynor

1) Research
i) QPF (Morss/Zia)
ii) OUSSSA (Larsen/Lazo)
iii) Probabilistic Forecasts (Zia/Morss)

2) Information Coordination
a) Digital Library (Scharff)

3) Workshops
a) Hurricane Forecast Socio-Economic Working Group (HFSEWG) (Lazo)
b) Methods (Gruntfest)

4) Outreach
a) COMET (Cahir/Spangler)

5) Grants



a) Lenny Smith
6) Deliverables


